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FRIDAY
17:00
LITTLE GHOST GOES HOME(SPOKIE 
GAAN
HUIS TOE)
62 min

18:30
LETTERS OF HOPE
80 min

20:30
UNCOVERED
97 min

SATURDAY
12:00
THE WHITE LINE
99 min

14:00
UNCOVERED
97 min

16:00
DYING FOR GOLD
99 min

18:00
LITTLE GHOST
GOES HOME(SPOKIE GAAN HUIS TOE)
62 min

20:00
LETTERS OF HOPE
80 min

SUNDAY
10:00
BUDDHA IN AFRICA
90 min

12:00
THE WHITE LINE
99 min

14:00
DYING FOR GOLD
99 min

13 September 2019 14 September 2019 15 September 2019
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BUDDHA IN AFRICA
South Africa, 2019, Mandarin|English, 90 minutes
Director: Nicole Schafer

Nicole Schafer’s delicately observed documentary about a Chinese 
Buddhist orphanage in Malawi poses complex questions about race, 
imperialism, faith and culture. Set against the backdrop of China’s 
growing influence on the African continent, the film focuses on Enock, 
a Malawian teenager from a rural village caught between the two 
very different worlds of his traditional African culture and the strict 
discipline of Confucianism. Enock was once the star of the school, with 
dreams of becoming a martial arts hero like Jet Li. Now, in his final 
year of school, he has to make the difficult decision as to whether he 
will return to village life or travel abroad to study in China. Buddha in 
Africa offers a subtle exploration of the impact of soft cultural power 
on the identity and interior life of a young boy and his community.

DYING FOR GOLD
South Africa, 2019, English|Xhosa|Southern Sotho, 99 minutes
Director: Catherine Meyburgh and Richard Pakleppa

Billed as “the untold story of the making of South Africa”, this
devastating documentary explores the numerous ways in which the 
mining industry was a key force in shaping apartheid South Africa. 
For more than a century, hundreds of thousands of black men from
Sub-Saharan Africa have been leaving their families to dig for gold 
and produce South Africa’s key source of wealth. Featuring a rich 
archive of footage from the colonial and apartheid eras, along with 
interviews with gold miners whose lives have been decimated by
silicosis and tuberculosis, the film clearly shows how Southern
Africa’s indigenous societies were destroyed in order to create a pool 
of cheap surplus labour that mined some of the world’s richest
deposits of gold at the cheapest possible price.
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LETTERS OF HOPE
South Africa, 2019, Xhosa, 80 minutes
Director: Vusi Africa
Writer: Naledi Bogacwi
Cast: Aphiwe Mkefe, Luthuli Dlamini

Set in 1976 apartheid South Africa, Letters of Hope tell the story of 
16-year-old Jeremiah, who really wants to be a policeman and can’t
understand why his father won’t let him. His father is the local
postman and expects Jeremiah to take after him. When his father
is killed, Jeremiah is exposed to the real reason why he did his job –
he was operating a secret courier service that delivered letters from
exile and prison. But Jeremiah’s dream of becoming a Policeman
creates a conflict between what he wants and what his father wanted
for him. Will he step up to take over from where his father left off –
delivering letters of hope to families of freedom fighters in exile?

LITTLE GHOST GOES HOME (SPOKIE GAAN HUIS TOE)
South Africa, 2019, Afrikaans, 62 minutes
Director: Robin Burke
Writer: Robin Burke
Cinematographer: Robin Burke & Adriaan de la Rey
Cast: Minny van Schalkwyk, Michael Grey Burke, Tamaryn Burke, 
Wilna van Schalkwyk, Rex Nigrini

A requiem comprised of 12 movements, the highly experimental Little 
Ghost Goes Home is a self-exploratory journey into the past, guided 
by the spirits of nostalgia. All that remains is to wait, forever fixated on 
that which does not exist.
In numerology, the number twelve can signify wholeness or
completion. In spiritual discourse, unifying the divided self would be 
a divine encounter. Waiting for divine intervention and chasing ghosts 
are both experiences that might perhaps take you to    the same place. 
Little Ghost Goes Home investigates loneliness, identity, heritage, 
mortality, and the experience of being human.
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THE WHITE LINE
Namibia, 2019, Afrikaans, 99 minutes
Director: Desiree Kahikopo
Writer: Michael Pulse
Cast: Girley Charlene Jazama, Jan - Barend Scheepers, Sunet 
VanWyk, Mervin Uahupirapi 

The White Line tells a story of hope borne out of a love grown in a 
forbidding time. Set in 1963 after the Old Location uprising which 
shook South West Africa, a black maid’s life is changed forever when 
she encounters a white Afrikaner police officer on a routine Pass 
Book check. Her view on love is altered and she must come to terms 
with being in love with an Afrikaner Police officer while juggling the 
emotions of her father and keeping this secret from her employer. 
Their love for each other grows over time through the letters they 
write to each other, enduring many obstacles beyond the colour of 
their skin. But the relationship leads to an unexpected gift which will 
either bring the protagonist’s family closer to her or destroy 
everything she knows and loves. The
White Line is an authentic Namibian story that shows how apartheid 
laws were extended to the territory of Namibia prior to independence 
under the South African administration.

UNCOVERED
South Africa, 2019, English, 95 minutes
Director: Zuko Nodada
Cast: Fezile Makhanya, Nqobile Nunu Khumalo, Thandeka Nodala, 
Sthandiwe Kagorage, Sorisha Naidoo, Rob Hobbs

Aluta’s life is going well. She works for mining magnate Frank Drake 
who has been a surrogate father to her since her parents were killed 
when she was a child, while her surrogate mother, Nomusa Muthambi, 
is running to be the first female president of the Republic of South Af-
rica. The only fly in her ointment is her sister Pumla – a tenacious jour-
nalist with a history of mental health problems. Pumla is convinced that 
Frank Drake is involved in some kind of conspiracy when he announces 
his plans to sell his mine to the local community. Aluta refuses to 
believe Pumla until she unwittingly witnesses her being murdered in 
her own home. But when the police rule the murder a suicide, Aluta 
knows it’s a cover-up. Desperate to find out who murdered her sister, 
she picks up where Pumla left off in her investigation into Frank Drake 
and his mine. What she discovers changes her life forever and goes all 
the way to the highest level of government. Uncovered is a gripping 
thriller set against the compromised political reality of post-apartheid 
South Africa.

Untitled-3   1 2019/07/01   3:12:31 PM

4



Durban International Film Festival @Hilton Arts Festival 2019




